
The sepulchral cultures in the last two  centuries  and  their  
consequences  on  cemetery  architecture and planning  

„The Shrinking Cities“  is one of the most dicussed 
items within the present debates. Due to a partly 
dramatical decline of the birth-rates, many cities all over 
the world are confronted with a general decline of their 
population. Real estates of the communities are no 
longer needed and remain empty. This situation is 
aggravated by the removal of national industry societies 
by global service industries. Former  large and homoge-
neous cities lose their density. Emptiness is rising and 
real estates once worthy and in demand become 
abundant and run the risk of falling down.

Within this context cemeteries are representing histori-
cal testimonials of the respective regions and are 
building public spaces with a huge cutural, artistical and 
ecological importance. At the same time they are much 
more affected as only by the populations decline. 
People are getting older and the burial habits are 
changing, so burial-rates are reducing drastically and 
step by step fewer areas for burial are needed.

Indeed this developmnet has been forseen just a few 
years ago, but only today the problems are obvious and 
suitable measures have to be taken urgently. Cemete-
ries that once have been rentable for their public owners 
or the churches, today are becoming objects of subsi-
dies in a most unacceptable way. Most of all, the 
historic cemeteries with their protected monuments 
require particular care and are especially suffering with 
this development.

Certainly the situation is not the same in all european 
countries. While in some places in northern Europa, as 
for example Berlin, the closing down of cemetries and 
the conversion into building sites is just debated in 
public, in southern Europe cemeteries seem to be more 
enclosed in public live and their existence appears more 
secure.

Similar differences can be noticed comparing cemete-
ries in larger cities with those in country surroundings, 
but their is still no statistical proof of this phenomenon. 

Their are a lot of questions: What are the differences 
between north and south or between cities an 
country? Are the differences based in history and/or 
religion? What are the new approaches for manage-
ment of cemeteries? Are there new ways to get to a 
new „culture of mourning“?
Answering these questions may be helpful to over-
come the problems and to change the supposed 
crisis into new opportunities for the historic cemete-
ries. 

The Conference of ASCE in Autumn should help to 
answer these questions and to find solutions by a 
transeuropean discussion. Based on a certain 
number of initial lectures, the participants will work in 
various groups to debate different topics as there 
could be:

- The sepulcral cultures in the last two centuries 
and their consequences on cemetery architectu-
re and planning

- How the sepulcral cultures have changed and 
are changing in Europe

- The consequences on cemetery architecture 
and cemetery planning of these changes

- Which are the plans of the cities to cope with 
these changes and consequences.

All these topics could be discussed about 4 european 
examples:

- Berlin
- London
- Milano
- Velje (Denmark)
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